Struggle Stores of poor Single women in Jharkhand

Janki mahato’s husband died in 2006 and she was helpless thereafter. She had to face the economic crisis as there was no one to earn livelihood. Earlier the husband earned daily wages & supported his family of two children & wife.

Janki went to the Gram Sabha meeting held in September 2006 & requested for the widow pension. The Gram Sewak asked her to fill up the form & submitted in the block office. He demanded Rs 200/ for the said work and she gave the money she began to get the widow pension since October 2006. Though Janki did not have any bank account the got her first pension of Rs 600/ from the designated bank. Subsequently she received monthly pensions of Rs 800/, Rs 400 and Rs 2600 from the bank. Thereafter since February 2009, Lakhi Bagal a co-villager gave her Rs 1600/ & another Rs400/ on 16th February 2009 on the assertion that the Gram Sewak gave him the said money (pension) during a public meeting. She was surprised that how com she received the money without her signature. She went to the bank on 4th March 2009 & submitted the filled up from. The bank folds her that the pension has not been deposited & she should consult the block office. Jnaki approached the block office & met Mr. Kalindi. The Gram Sewak reassured that the pension has been deposited in the bank. She then went to the bank with the association members on 8th April 2009. She was basically harassed from pillar to post her pension had not been deposited in the bank. She is dismayed as to how her pension was suddenly stopped after one year of getting it ? she has some relevant queries like – It is a Govt. policy/ rule tha the pension is given only for one year? Is it that her poverty has been alleviated within one year? etc. 

The association (Ekal Nari Sashakti Sanghathan) met the Block Development Officer on 8th May 2009 & apprised him of the issue. The BDO immediately directed the panchyat Sewak to take action & resolve the issue expeditiously. Finally her widow pension was deposited in the bank on 16th May 2009.

Hence Janki Mahato got justice due to the initiative of the association. 

What happens when a women is rendered widow after her husband’s death


Shanty Devi. Wife of Mohan Thakur is a resident of village Puran Patali of the primitive area of Giridih district. She got married in 1985. Her in laws expired much earlier when her husband & his elder brother were youths. The responsibility of taking care of the entire family fell on the eldest brother Dular Thakur the family remained a joint family & the two younger brothers shifted to Delhi for some work to earn their livelihood. They got employed & the total income was sufficient to cater to the overall fami.ly expenditure. But that was not to be and hence Shanti’s husband expired in Delhi. She was completely shattered & the last rites of her husband was somehow done by her brother in laws.

Ramdeo Thakur. The middle brother cheated on Shanti Devi & misappropriated the LIC deposited in her name by her late husband. He withdrew the entire money of the LIC policy. He got that money and allowed his sister in law Shanti to reside in the said house with her three children. The eldest brother always provoked Shanti to go to her parental house & live there. But Shanti defied him and affirmed that she had her rights. Her genuine & lawful authority then why should she move to her parental house & insisted on staying at her matrimonial house. Gradually Shanti’s relationship with her brother in laws & their family become bitter as she was brutally assaulted & tortured by them. She was always threatened of murder by them. She put her case before the panchyat directed her brother in law to grant her rights as sister in law & allow her to dwell peacefully in her share of the household. But all such direction fell on deaf ears.

In the mean time she got the information from her co-villagers namely Jamunwa & Lilawati that the Ekal Nari Sashakti Sanghathan is an association of such members wherein her problem can be sorted out. She met the block committee members of Rajdhawar lilawati & jamunwa and learnt the procedure of jointing Ekal Nari Sashakti Sanghathan. She joined ENSS and presented her problem before the block committee members.

The enquiry committee of the ENSS reached her housed on 14.06.09 and appraised itself of the situation. It met her brother in law, found out the actual position, and investigated the property & the house hold. Her brother in law was nervous seeing the enquiry committee but after persistent arguments he agreed to attend the panchyat meeting on 16.06.09

The members of ENSS, the co-villagers & Shanti with her brother in laws all of them sat for a joint panchyat on 16.06.09. The entire facts were put before the panch and Dular Thakur was adjudged as the culprit. The ENSS & the villagers gave a decision that since Shanti’s husband was three brothers, hence each of them should get one third equal share. The committee got the help of an Amin on 17th – 18th July 2009 and the landed property was measured and divided equally into three shares. Shanti’s share was barricaded with iron chains & she was directed to dwell peacefully.

The co-villagers agreed that the association is definitely a booster. Shanty was very happy & she affirmed her faith in the association. Today she is an active member of the association. 

03. Savitri Devi

Savitri Devi Wife of Late Rameshwar Sao is a resident of village kasbagarha IEL, District Bokaro. She had no issues out of her marriage. Her husband was self employed and owned a clock shop in his maternal village. He neven lived with his brothers at the parental house. The elder brother Badho Sao worked in a gunpowder factory. In the meantime Rameshwar had acute stomach pain and he expited after undergoing treatment at RMP Ranchi. The complete asset he owned was spent on his treatment, demise & other liabilities. His clock shop was subsequently sold and Savitri had nothing to bank upon.

Her brother in law Badho, always psychologically tortured her to go back to her parental house. He always cast sarcastic comments & taunted on her. She could not bear it any more and joined the Ekal Nari Sashakti Sanghathen as a block committee member she got the full support of ENSS. She is active in her work of the ENSS & supports the problems of the single women whole heartedly.

On 3rd April 2009 her brother in law threatened her to skill her while she was praying to god. He abused her and hit her to which Savitri also a fitting reply. She also abused him & he counfered by hitting her with a big brick piece on her head. She had a serious injury cum bleeding on her forehead. She applied dettol & could not consult any doctor as it was evening time. She thought over the matter & its consequences all night.

Next day marring she visited the state committee member Tara Devi and apprised her of the entire incident. Tara Devi listened to her & asked her to take a quick initiative. She called up other state committee members Shanti Devi, Mundri Devi and Yashoda Devi over the phone and went to Savitri’s matrimonial house. The brother in law come out & justified his behavior admitting that he had brutally hit her. The enquiry committee ascertained the truth & apprised the neighborhood of the happenings & said that the society does not bother for the torture assault of single women. They further accused the society of allowing Badho to fulfill his whims & let the poor single women to face the problem all alone. Tara Devi informed them of the Domestic Violence Act 2005 and gave them the folder of the said Act. She then informed them of going to the police station and lodge on FIR or else go to the court for justice. 586 single women of the Bokaro district supported Savitri Devi who represented two blocks. The people present therein started rumnow mongering and his (Badho’s) well wishers tried to make him understand the entire issues. This changed the entire situation and Badho Sao and his wife understood their mistakes. They realized their fally and repented their folly and asked Savitri to pardon her. He also asked pardon from the enquiry committee and promised never to repeat his mistake. He apologized before the enquiry committee and his co-villagers. Presently Savitri Devi is living peacefully with her family members (in-laws) and she is not being tortured any more. She is also an active member of the ENSS as she has gained confidence and success in her own life by virtue of being on  member Ekal Nari Sashakti Sanghathan .  

