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Shramajivi Mahila Samity
Raj Bhavan, Holding No. 15,

Gunomoy Colony, Mango,

Jamshedpur – 831012

Tel No.: 0657 2362119/ 2361534
Email: shramajivi@yahoo.co.in/ smsjsr@sify.com
Secretary Desk

It is with a great sense of pride and satisfaction that I pen these lines for the annual report of Shramajivi Mahila Samity (SMS). SMS completes its 15 years of journey as a Pioneer CSO committed to the cause of the millions of women who are deprived, deplorable and desperate. The passage of another year has rendered us to retrospect our success and failures during the outgoing year. The retrospection shall aloe us to look ahead to perceive the challenges before us and plan our activities, prepare ourselves better to scale up our impact as an organization for the grassroot level women. 

Our entry into the new millennium a decade ago transformed our society into a global society. The three components of the society- state, market and civil Society have to exert greater empathy and co-ordination to work as development partners. We as a CSO have been positive and encouraging in the development and mobilization of the women as equal to men, we have endeavored to shape up SMS as a space for learning, self discovery, innovation and empowering of women. SMS has always aspired to enable a humans and equitable society and our intrinsic motivation is fuelled with the expectation of the countless needy people basically women. It is this motivation that connects us to the larger purpose of our existence.

We sincerely focus on the creation of a conducive environment where socially oppressed women can breathe in humanity individuality and dignity. In this pretext we dealt with issues of women like their empowerment, self capacitating towards food security, livelihood generation and land accessibility needs in the outgoing year. 

I convey my sincere gratitude to the SMS team, Grant Organizations, Support Organizations, Well Wishers and Colleagues who guided us to the path of betterment of the society.  
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Purabi Paul

(Secretary)
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Introduction (Genesis/ Evolution of SMS)
Shramajivi Mahila Samity (SMS) is a Jamshedpur based voluntary organization established for the women, by the women, of the women. SMS right since its inception in 1995 has worked with a zeal and conviction to engulf the class and status gap between men and women. The organization was registered in 1995 vide registration no.108/95-96 (`under undivided Bihar) 946/06-07 (under Jharkhand state) and endeavoured to work for the noble cause of women upliftment, empowerment and independence. The organization has nurtured the betterment of the deprived, downtrodden, excluded and underprivileged women in our society. As the organisation progressed Shramajivi Mahila Samity it identified the needs of the indigenous grassroot level women and addressed those needs that focused on their empowerment, livelihood generation, economic dependence, sustainability measures. Gradually the CSO also made efforts to undertake social issues of such women like sexual abuse, immoral trafficking, domestic violence, child rights, human rights, land & property rights and governance rights.
The commitment and pledge of the organization in 15 years span of time has been to pursue the struggle and causes of women and gradually endeavour to attain excellence in ensuring a just and equitable social status to the neglected sex of the society. Of late the organization is enthusiastically operational in entitlement and accessibility over numerous govt. schemes pertaining to women, land & property through its work activities, programmes, campaigns, workshops, training & development programmes, rallies, meetings and seminars etc.
Last but not the least the organization has worked majorly for the causes of single women, their issues, problems and their mainstreaming.  The organization has gone a step ahead in participating and playing a role in the formulation of the women policy and insertion of relevant issues of single women as well in the women policy. It is a pleasure to discriminate information that the women policy for the state of Jharkhand is under process of formulation. 
Salient Features of SMS:
· Established for the causes of Right & Justice for under privileged & excluded community.
· SMS pledges to transform the society into an equal and just society that provides equal opportunities to both women and men.
· It strives to empower women and ensure them a life of self esteem, dignity and morality.
· It strives to establish a congenial environment for the downtrodden, oppressed, grassroot level, under privileged and excluded class of society especially women.
· It attempts to empower women to protect their rights, expression of thoughts & ideas and freedom of opinion.
· It takes effort to enable women towards self reliance, economic independence and catalyse self growth & potential.

· It has been the motto of SMS to enable women to participate and involve in the governance & decision making process,

· The organisation has always endeavoured to mobilise women to access their rights and entitlement in all aspects be it social, economic, political, legal or constitutional.
· Our endeavour is also to eradicate social nuisances like witchism, domestic violence, sexual abuse, immoral trafficking and single hood.
Strategies/ Approaches of SMS
· Its strategy is to involve the participation of the excluded group, downtrodden and marginalized class of people in the socio economic change process enables the mainstreaming of the women in the social strata.
· Its approach towards promotion of the grass root level women at all levels enables access and control of these women over the natural, community and individual resources.

· Its strategy to eradicate social inequality which is the main cause of poverty is, to focus on the food security and fulfillment of basic needs. Thus poverty alleviation will take care of eradicating social inequality.
· Emphasis on SHGs, CIGs and artisan groups strengthening is the strategy adopted behind livelihood generation & economic strengthening.
· It enables the excluded class of the society & the women towards team work through community building, organization building and association building.
· It adopts the approach of advocacy, lobbying and campaigning so that the women are enabled to access their rights; physical and reproductive health and gender rights.
· It caters to the involvement and participation of women in the governance system and political processes for enabling an equitable balance in the gender disparity so obvious in the governance and electoral process.
Activity - I: An Organisation for the Enhanced Single Women Towards Their      Destiny in Jharkhand
Background

The Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan (ENSS) is an association of the single women in 2005. The term has been coined owing to absence of male members in the lives of these women by virtue of widowhood, judicial separation, divorce, spinsters and destitute.  These women have to suffer loneliness, lack of self esteem, neglect, exclusion, trafficking, poverty, ill health, malnourishment and social vulnerability. These numerous problems that prevail in their lives render them ostracized from the social mainstream. The dilemma in the prevalent social system that is paternalistic poses hurdles for them and they even lack support from their own family members.

Right since the inception the organization has faced struggle and challenges. The figures of single women in Jharkhand state is 12,00,000 out of national figure of 3,67,32,659 i.e. about 3.2% is the Jharkhand single women statistics out of the 8% single women all over India. However our unending efforts for them have also not enabled them to access their rights, be it social, legal, economic or constitutional. 

The journey for single women is long and difficult but not impossible and shall continue whatsoever be the repercussions.

Introduction

The Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan has been able to carve a niche for itself since its establishment in 2005 in the state of Jharkhand. The association is functional in 18 districts and 38 blocks and is on its continuous endeavour to raise its voice for the rights and welfare of the neglected section of the society. The association has gone ahead in its expansion programme with issues based demands as follows:-

· Livelihood of the single women

· Land & Resources

· Social Security

· Ensure access of single women in govt. schemes & entitlements

The association has the prerogative create pressure & undertake intensive campaigns in order to lay down certain provisions in the interest of single women. Constant advocacy and lobbying has been undertaken to link the single women with employment, livelihood, income generation and get BPL cards and Ration Cards for them. The outgoing year focused on their access and attempts to have control over land and property.

Continuous effort is in advocacy to involve women in the governance process at village level & local level. It was the repercussion of this intensive effort that it led to the motivation of women in the panchayat elections being contested by 67 single women wherein 17 came out with flying colours. Another landmark achievement has been the reduction of the age limit of widow pension scheme to 18 years. This has remarkably benefited the widow single women who have been able to get the benefits of the widow pension scheme.

However the continuous endeavour and pursuit shall go on to enrich the lives of single women with dignity, autonomy, inclusion, mainstreaming and image building at the macro level which has been initiated at the micro level.

Objectives
· Organize the single women to work so as to bring about change to better their lives.

· Build a strong deep rooted association of single women to work for low income rural and urban single women.

· Empower the single women to access control over resources be it personal or community, access and reform state and national policies & schemes, acts, laws and governance system of  government through lobbying & advocacy.

· Capacity enhancement of the single women so that they are economically empowered and earn their livelihood.

· Leadership building so that they are enabled to solve their social & economic problems of the community.

Coverage Area

The project covers 18 districts of Jharkhand and is operational in 38 blocks. The 18 districts covered under the project are:

Simdega

Lohardaga

Ranchi

Seraikela Kharsawan

West Singhbhum
East Singhbhum
Latehar
Garwah

Hazaribagh

Chatra


Giridih

Bokaro

Koderma

Dhanbad

Sahebganj


Dumka


Deoghar

Godda
Community/ Target Group

· Single destitute women

· Excluded underprivileged women

· Local community

Project Activities:

1) Meetings:

The single women residing at the village level directly represents the block committee. The block committee conducted 451 meetings in the year wherein 1488 block committee members attended the meetings. Regular conduct of meetings focused on the issues of single women like domestic violence and measures to check it, accessibility of these women to the various govt. schemes for their welfare, measures to penetrate to maximum benefits of various laws and acts etc. The other agendas taken up were how the forest land right can be accessed by them, livelihood issues and economic empowerment, amicable solutions to their cases and participation in the decision making and governance process at the village level. The women participated with all fervour and enthusiasm in the recently held panchayat elections wherein 19 filed for the post of mukhiya, 24 for the ward member and one of them filed for the panchayat samity wherein 5 were winners as ward members and one of the contestants won the mukhiya election. 
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Block Meeting                                                     
         Panchayat Meeting
During the last one year three district level meetings were conducted in nine districts. Five representatives from each block attended the meeting wherein altogether 149 participants from 29 blocks attended in May & September 2010 and February 2011. The unsolved issues and problems at the block level, advocacy & lobbying before the govt. machinery and authorities, how to acquire know- hows on laws and acts and the panchayat elections, their role and participation in the governance process etc

The state level committee meetings are held every quarter to focus on the analysis and introspection of all the activities going on in ENSS at the block and district level. The three state level meetings were held between 7th and 8th June 2010, 5th and 6th Oct 2010 and 4th and 5th Mar 2011. The first meeting was held N.P.D.C, Ranchi wherein 57 participants representing 34 blocks and 16 districts attended the meeting. It emphasized upon the future plan of action formulation and discusses the general meeting of the national level forum. 
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State Level Meeting
The second meeting held at HPDC, Ranchi wherein review of the previous quarter was done. The core committee members discussed and prepared the plan of action considering the challenges before the project. 

The third meeting conducted at HPDC, Ranchi wherein 58 participants attended from the state committee. 

Further election of ENSS was held and 6 members committee was framed comprising of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Joint Secretary, Treasurer and Joint Treasurer. 

The Core Committee being the decision making committee of the association is the controller and conducted these meetings in the out going year. The meetings were held on 18th and 19th Aug 2010 at HPDC, Ranchi on 22nd Sept 2010 at Vikas Maitri, Ranchi and on 17th Dec 2010 at Vikas Maitri, Ranchi. 13 core committee members participated in the meetings. These 13 members represent 13 blocks and 9 districts. The meetings focused on the measures to be adopted to strengthen the weaker blocks, formation of national level forum, publication of news letters & study materials. The highlight of the discussion was the upcoming third tribunal that was to be held and the formation & implementation of the association constitution. It also emphasized on the selection of the office bearers of the core committee through voting and democratic process. 

2) Membership Drive:

The continuous drive to link up single women to the Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan is an on going activity. The present membership strength is 12,726 and the membership subscription and savings is Rs. 83,364 (Rupees eighty three thousands three hundreds and sixty four). The remaining fund has been spent on the association’s expenses and partly maintained as cash in hand.

3) Staff & Facilitators Monthly and Joint Meetings:

The ENSS staffs & facilitators constantly need to access and review the progress of the project programmes. Every month they conduct meetings. Eight meetings were held separately for each zone whereas the remaining four meetings were jointly for both zones. The four joint meetings were held between 2nd and 3rd July 2010, 15th and 16th Dec 2010, 4th and 5th February 2011& 25th and 26th March 2011 at Vikas Maitri, Ranchi. The joint meetings had 17 participants each. The individual meetings of each zone were held in the first week of every month. Herein the staffs & facilitators shared their progress and experience. The other agenda was strengthening of the organisation, role of women in PRI, relief measures for drought and forest revenue and its need for the single women.

4) Leadership Development Training:

The leadership development training programme was organized for the two zones separately between 28th – 31st January 2011 at Tribal Culture Centre, Sonari, Jamshedpur for the Jamshedpur zone and another at Giridih Dharamshala for Hazaribagh zone. Altogether 90 women leaders attended the four days training programme who represented 20 blocks from 8 districts. The other zone was represented by 105 participants from 14 blocks and 8 districts. The trainers who supported were Ms. Purabi Paul, Secretary- Shramajivi Mahila Samity and UNICEF Programme Coordinator Mr. Kishan Nair. The resource persons who gave inputs were Ms. Rani Singh, Free Legal Aid Committee, Ms. Rinki Tiwary, Advocate, Jamshedpur Court and officers of the Jharkhand Legal Service Committee, Ms. Shaili Das, East Singhbhum Panchayat Committee Member and Ms. Sabita Tudu, Panchayat Mukhiya of Pudihas. Leadership input was given on leadership skills, attitude building & mindset orientation for the causes of single women etc.

5) Training for Enquiry Committee:

The enquiry committee has been formed with the purpose of solving the numerous women issues and disputes. The capacity development training programme was organized for the enquiry committee separately for each zone to equip them with inputs to resolve issues amicably. The training for the Jamshedpur zone was held between 23rd – 26th June 2010 at Tribal Cultural Centre, Sonari, Jamshedpur; which was attended by 75 participants representing 19 blocks and 8 districts. 
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Training going on in Jamshedpur
The Hazaribagh zone training programme was held between 23rd July 2010 and 26th July 2010 at Jan Vikas Kendra, Hazaribagh. The participant’s strength was 112. the resource persons who provided inputs for the Jamshedpur zone were Ms. Purabi Paul, Secretary Shramajivi Mahila Samity, Dr. Suman Toppo and Ms. Rani Singh, Free Legal Aid Committee, Jamshedpur. The resource persons who graced the occasion at Hazaribagh training were Shri Ravindra Nath Tiwari, ADJ, Shri Uma Prasad Singh, CJM, Shri Shailendra Kumar, Registrar, Civil Court, Hazaribagh, Shri Pawan Kumar Choudhary, High Court, Ranchi, Father Karma Kachhap, Director JVK, Dr. Binni, Secretary ENSS, Hazaribagh zone, Dr. V. Azad, SHARC & Dr. A. Choudhary, Hazaribagh, SHARC. The training provided an insight in the redressal of cases, compilation of case studies, procedure to investigate the problems, along with writing FIRs, filing court case & documentation of the cases and approach district legal services authority for grievance redressals.

6) Staffs & Facilitators Training Programme:

The staffs & facilitators are backbone of the programme, hence requires constant development and inputs. A joint staff and facilitator training programme was organized for both the zones between 3rd – 5th Aug 2010 at Vikas Maitri, Ranchi. Six facilitators from the Jamshedpur zone and 2 staffs along with five facilitators from Hazaribagh zone and 2 staffs attended training. The resource persons who gave their inputs were Shri Balarajan Jee, Advisor to the Food Security Advisory Board, Shri, Pawan Kumar Choudhary, Advocate, High Court, Ranchi, Shri Amarnath Choudhary and Shri Vishwanath Azad, SHARC staff and Bhikhari Sahool from a CSO. The inputs were given on the right to information and the emerging need for food security, identifying leadership traits in their own self, skills to be developed as a good communicator and facilitators, need and the process of advocacy and lobbying and institution building etc.

7) Action Programme:
The ENSS has empowered single women to undertake action programmers for ensuring their entitlement and rights. The regular action programmes has a positive impact on the govt. and the society to give a thought on the exclusion of these women. The action programmes undertaken in the outgoing year were:-

· Action programme to ensure provision of 20 Kgs of grains to the single women on a priority basis: - The state of Jharkhand suffered acute drought in the last two years resulting in worst hit drought and severe food crisis and agriculture. On this pretext the govt. declared provision of 20 Kgs of food grains to each of the BPL families and 10 Kgs to poverty struck families at rupee one per Kg. The ENSS action and intensive campaigns to ensure the benefit of provision to the single women of the BPL category and poverty struck on a priority basis. It was undertaken between 15th January- 20th February 2011 in 11 districts and 26 blocks. The action programme was attended by 1370 women who participated in rallies and dharnas at block office. It focused on the following charter of demands:-

i. Inclusion of single women in the BPL list on a prioritized note.

ii. Regularization of pension to the widows and aged single women.

iii. Minimum 100 days employment of single women under the MNREGA scheme.

iv. Ensure monthly pension by 7th of every month.

v. Ensure health insurance provision for all single women.

vi. Provision of self employment for livelihood of the poor single women.

· The celebration of International Women’s Day was another action programme conducted on 8th March 2011 in the mode of rallies and meetings. A number of programmes were organized in 18 districts and 36 blocks and 8430 members participated in women’s day celebration.
8) Linkage to the Govt. Schemes:

The association has always played a lead role in the linkage of single women to the various govt. schemes. The ENSS submitted 8669 applications on behalf of 5580 single women for the various entitlement programmes. It is remarkable that 5272 applications have been approved by the local govt. and 3232 single women have received the benefits under the various welfare schemes.100% beneficiaries exist whom health card has been allotted which is an example in itself e. all 156 applications have got health cards. About 127 applied for job cards under MNREGA wherein all of them could secure jobs.

946 single women applied for the BPL category wherein 546 were beneficiaries i.e. 57.7% received the BPL cards. 521 applied for drought relief and 414 received the benefits. The senior citizen pension scheme had 1204 applications for single women wherein 618 received the benefits. The overall descriptions of the beneficiaries are as follows:-

	No
	Name of the Scheme
	Application
	Benefited
	Pending

	01
	Widow Pension
	2438
	1236
	1202

	02
	Old age Pension
	1204
	618
	586

	03
	Indira Aawas
	263
	100
	163

	04
	Red Card
	157
	62
	95

	05
	B.P.L
	946
	546
	400

	06
	Ration Card
	09
	10
	-

	07
	Job Card (NREGA)
	522
	349
	173

	08
	Job Application
	920
	920
	-

	09
	Sahiya (NRHM)
	38
	24
	14

	10
	Antodaya
	08
	08
	-

	11
	Annapurna
	57
	48
	09

	12
	Family Benefits
	162
	52
	110

	13
	Handicapped Pension
	08
	-
	-

	14
	Drought Relief Fund
	1143
	772
	371

	15
	Other
	794
	527
	267

	Total
	8669
	5272
	3390


9) Advocacy & Lobbying:

The fundamental and constitutional rights of the single women have been infringed up on, hence they are unable to access those rights. Besides certain provisions need to be laid down for their social betterment and improvement. Thus the role of advocacy and lobbying is significant for the intervention of govt. machinery, academicians, bureaucrats and governing bodies etc. Thus advocacy & lobbying is an integral activity undertaken at the three levels namely, the block level, district level and the state level.

Block level advocacy was undertaken in 26 blocks comprising of 15 districts through meetings, rallies and submission of memorandum and dharnas. 

The issues at block level advocacy were as follows:-

i. Inclusion of all poor single women in the BPL list.

ii. Priority of poor single women in 100 days of employment under the MNREGA scheme.

iii. Priority of single women in the distribution of food grains towards drought relief in Jharkhand.

The district level advocacy was conducted three times which was held in 29 blocks of 9 districts. 195 were the number of participants in the district level advocacy held on 23rd May, 20th Sep 2010 and 17th Feb 2011; held at Saraikela Kharsawan, East Singhbhum and Hazaribagh districts respectively. It was addressed by the district members of parliament namely, Shri Bagun Sombrai, Shri Banna Gupta and the Deputy Commissioners of the districts.

The state level advocacy was held on 6th Apr 2010 of the association caters to its image building at the national level. It was presided over by the women and child welfare minister, Ms. Sudha Choudhary and attended by Dr. Binny, Project Coordinator ENSS, Mr. Rita Sarkar and Ms. Gita Sanail & others. The charter of the demand included the following:-

i. Priorities of single women in the BPL list category.

ii. Easy processing of residential and caste certificate.

iii. Strict implementation of the Domestic Violence Act 2005.

iv. Judicial checks on curbing migration possible if creation of employment opportunities and registration at the panchayat level is done. 

Another state level advocacy was held on 26th Mar 2011 by the ENSS president Ms. Tuki Singh Rai, state committee member Ms. Evengilista, Joint Secretary Ms. S. Tudu, Vice President Lilawati Devi & state committee member Ms. Kabutri Devi & DGP Shri G. S. Rath and Secretary Department of women & child development Mr. Rajiv Arun Ekka and Secretary JHALSA. The focus was on the speedy trail of related to single women in fast track courts, health cards for them and provision of food at Anganwadi centers for the handicapped, old and helpless single women.

10) Workshop On the Formation of State Forum of Single Women:
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      Meeting for state single women forum going on
ENSS is an active member of the national forum of single women and its prerogative is to establish a state level forum so that the causes, issues and experience can be better represented and receive overwhelming support from the state. SMS and SHARC jointly called for a meeting on 8th June 2010 at HPDC, Ranchi and another meeting at 18th Aug 2010 at HPDC, Ranchi. The meeting was attended by leading CSOs, CBOs, 10 women headed NGOs, women helpline Ranchi, represented by its coordinator, Ms. Indubala Tudi etc. However final shape to the formation of the state level forum can be only ascertained if more such meetings and discussions are held.  

11)  “National Single Women Rights” Forum:





        The national single women rights forum organised a three day meeting between 7th – 9th Sep 2010 at the Indian Social Institute, Lodhi Road, New Delhi. The national level forum was represented by 32 participants from 8 states. 
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                                                         Meeting for National Single Women Rights Forum
The meeting was chaired by Ms. Parul, Astha, Rajasthan and Jharkhand was represented by ENSS members namely Dr. Binny, Director SHARC, Ms. Tuki Rai, Saraswati Singh and Ms. E. Kandula. The agenda was to discuss the establishment of the state forum and general body members constitution for the national forum. Other discussions were on the structure of the national forum, identification of national and broader issues of single women & publication of national forum magazine, distribution and circulation in all the representative states.

12) Legal Counselling & Cases Compilation:

a) Legal Camps:

Legal awareness camps were held in consultation of the district legal services authority in Rajdhanwar, Hazaribagh sadar, Godda, Patamda and Dumuria blocks to update and equip the women on their welfare & protection laws. The judicial officers, advocates, law officers gave inputs on the Domestics Violence Act, Maintenance Act,  Women’s Constitutional Rights, Divorce Laws, Remuneration Laws, Trafficking Laws and laws related to the women at work place.

Legal counselling and guidence is provided to resolve the cases right from the basic level to the apex level i.e. enquiry committee level to the courts. Free legal aid is provided at the district level through JHALSA. FIR lodging, filing cases in the competent courts assistance is provided. 

b) Cases Compilations:
This is an integral part of the legal activity and hence the association gives due importance in the collection, compilation of cases and grievance redressal at their own level. The case compilation process includes the following steps:-

· Induct the victim women into ENSS.

· Write and compile her case on an individual basis.

· Enquiry into the facts of the cases by the enquiry committee.

· Notice to the opposite parties and arrange for conciliation and dispute handling.

· Find out feasible solution to the problem.

· If unresolved file complaints at the police stations and competent courts.

13) Data Collection:

Data collection being an integral part of the programme for research and study was done on the subjects namely BPL, Land & Property and Drought. The data gave an idea as to how many women are included in the BPL category; major chunk had no land or property in their name and victims of drought and hence suffered food insecurity.

14) Printing Pamphlets & Newsletters:

Publication of reading materials is an important tool of awareness building. From time to time relevant study materials were published in their interest that included folders, bills, pamphlets & newsletters. It was distributed among the single women, govt. authorities, other stake holders, print and other media representatives and academicians. They were on subjects like, the Right to Information, Rights & Access of women on land and property especially single women and the participation of women in Panchayat Raj Institution etc. Altogether 5000 copies of each folder were published. 3 issues of the news magazine “Hamari Pahchaan” was published every quarter that caters to the struggle and voice raised by such women.
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Work with the Press & Media:
The press and media serve as a powerful
instrument for the advocacy of the causes 
of single women. They are an effective tool 
to draw the attention of the govt. authorities, 
the judiciary, the law making bodies and 
other  stake holders towards their causes. 
The single women news and information 
was published in local dailies namely 
Press Conference
Dainik Jagran, Prabhat Khabar, Avenue Mail, Urdu Daily among others. The electronic media covered stories and case studies of single women on the local channels of Jharkhand TV, News TV, Jharkhand News etc. which has an impact on the sensitization of the social setup and community.

16)  State Level Consultation on Jharkhand State Women Policy:

No formulated women policy existed for Jharkhand. However a sketch of the Jharkhand State Women Policy was framed in 2006 but no final shape was given to it, various civil society organisation & women headed organisation to canvass and follow up with the govt. machinery for framing, formulation and implementation of the women policy. Thus in this pretext a one day meeting was organised on 11th Nov 2010 at Social Development Centre, Ranchi to decide upon the framework of the Jharkhand State Women Policy and the committee formation for the drafting and execution of the women policy. 
It was participated by State Women Commission representative, Ms. Vasavi Kiro, State Information Commissioner, Mr. G. Kujur, NAWO Coordinator of Jharkhand, Dr. Rose Kerketta, Women & Child Development Secretary, Mr. Rajiv Ekka and Pratibha Pandey, President of the Social Welfare Board. The SMS secretary Ms. Purabi Paul & SHARC Secretary Dr. Binny, Smt. Seema, President of the BJP state wing, Ms. N. Chaturvedi representative from Sakhi Kendra, Uttar Pradesh and Dr. Smita Gupta, Women Samakhya Society graced the meeting; presided over by Ms. Pratibha Pandey, Chairman of the State Women Welfare Board. 46 participants attended the meeting that discussed the need for women policy, its constitution, drafting committee constitution, salient features etc. 

However a second meet was held on 23rd Dec 2010 at Hotel Green Park, Ranchi. 15 participants attended the meet that included drafting committee members, NAWO representatives, State Women Commission members and Director of Garima Abhiyan, member of the Women Samakhya, Secretary SMS & ENSS members.

17)  Monitoring & Field Visit:

The project director, team leader and the field organisers conduct field visits for ensuring the proper running of the project. The project director visited five blocks and monitored the situation pertaining to the activities related to the development of single women and the learning made therein in the format prepared in the field visit. They also supported the community to carry on the programmes effectively wherein the facilitators had not been able to indulge.

Impact of the Programme:

· Remarkable milestone of 451 meetings have been held altogether comprising of participants from 18 districts and 38 blocks; wherein 14,012 participants attended the meeting.

· Last year 429 and 32 wards were a part of the ENSS programme. Presently 26 panchayats have been added, hence 455 panchayats and 32 wards are covered.

·  The membership strength is 12,726 going up from 10,441 general body members adding 2,285 new members.

· The block committee strength is 1488 against 1435 last year inducting 53 new members in the outgoing year.

· The membership subscription has been enhanced to Rs. 1, 29,295.

·   The bank savings was Rs. 60, 897 in the previous year while it has gone up to Rs. 83, 364 in the present year.

· 86 women contested the panchayat elections wherein 24 of them came out with flying colours.

· 8669 applications were put for entitlement to the various govt. programmes wherein 5272 were beneficiaries in various schemes. 22% of the single women had the entitlement linkage to various schemes.

· 70 cases lodged pertaining to land & property wherein 25 have been resolved. The remaining 45 cases are under the process of trial and pending in the courts.

· About 200 women were linked to the various govt. schemes.

· 156 cases were led to the courts for trial wherein 72 have been resolved through the association, police, JHALSA & the courts and the remaining are in the trial process. 

Activity - II: Food Security for Single Destitute Women and Their Children

Background

The Shramajivi Mahila Samity has been a pioneer organization working for poverty struck, marginalized and excluded single women for their upliftment and mainstreaming in the society. Its focus has been a range of issues of the women since the last 15 years of time and has worked on women’s rights, health – physical and reproductive health, violence, participation in the governance process, access over land & property rights and livelihood and income generation issues etc. 

The Jharkhand state predominated by schedule tribes is a known fact. The West Singhbhum district is also a schedule tribe majority area inhabited by communities like Ho, Munda, Oraon etc. The livelihood is forest, agriculture and daily wages based which is not sustainable and permanent in nature. The families dwelling below the poverty line is 65% of the total families residing in the area. Thus the uncertain nature of livelihood & income leads to food insecurity & poverty. Hence, the inhabitants migrate to the adjoining areas in search of better job opportunity and sustained means of livelihood.

Introduction

The Shramajivi Mahila Samity initiated the project namely, “Food Security for Single Destitute Women and Their Children” in the four blocks of the West Singhbhum district of the Jharkhand state. The program has been undertaken under the support and guidance of the Niwano Peace Foundation, Japan in the year Apr 2010. The project focuses on long term sustenance measures to ensure food security for single women who are the most vulnerable, neglected & excluded class of women. The project also covers their dependent children, as their children out of failed marriages or failed relationships are more prone to exploitation, child labour, migration, trafficking & sex trade. Hence, food security, the root cause behind poverty for single women and their children was the focal point on which the programme corroborates.
Objectives

· To organise and mobilize the poor single women families towards food security.

· To motivate the single women to formulate an effective mechanism for food security and distribution system. 

· Formation of Self Help Groups (SHGs) among the single women and linkage to the financial institutions for sustenance and livelihood.

· To build the capacities of single women towards entitlement to various Govt. schemes especially food and livelihood related schemes.

· Strengthening and empowerment of the block level single women association for participation in the Gram Sabha meetings to raise demand towards NAREGA, PDS, Mid-day meals, Widow& Old age pension schemes etc.

· To undertake advocacy with the Govt. and people representatives to create priorities in all development schemes.

Coverage Area

The food security program for the single destitute women and their children in West Singhbhum district of Jharkhand state was taken up in four blocks namely: Chakradharpur, Manoharpur, Chaibasa and Sonua. The project was undertaken with the support and under the guidance of Newano Peace Foundation, Japan to look into the food security issues of single women.

Community/ Target Group

· Single Women

· Their dependent children
Project Activities

1) Baseline: 

The project/ program enunciated with a baseline survey, conducted to have an idea and data about the single women, their status, position, dependent children on them etc. in the four blocks/ programmatic area. The survey format was prepared by Shramajivi Mahila Samity and was conducted in all the four blocks. The survey covered about 4,514 single women wherein 954 represented Chakradharpur, 1104 represented Manoharpur while 1290 belonged to Chaibasa and 1166 were from Sonua block. The data covered 1987 STs women, 736 SCs, 1343 OBCs, 123 general women while 27 were others. The age group varied from 18 to 65 years of age. It reflected that the livelihood was based on daily wages, agriculture, forest produce selling and other activities like vegetable selling, bidi making, puffed rice from paddy etc. Income generation is not gradual and constant for them, hence vulnerability hunt for alternative sources of income results in migration to adjoining areas. Stark realities came up in the survey that only 53 out of 4216 single women have ownership on land i.e. only 1.2% of BPL a miniscule have land entitlement. The survey reflects that 929 of them have got the Red card while 219 have got the BPL card. 1251 have received the MNREGA job card wherein 797 are beneficiaries of the Antodaya and 33 are beneficiaries of the Annapurna Govt. Welfare programs under the food distribution system. Housing scheme beneficiaries are 421 under the Indira Aawas and 10 under the Birsa Aawas.

The statistics reveals that the women are in the process of awareness building about the various ongoing schemes by the govt. However a major chunk is still deprived due to ignorance, non reach ability to the various schemes and rampant corruption in the govt. departments and nefarious motives of the middlemen. 

2) Organisation Building and Strengthening: 

Organisation building plays a significant role in the smooth running of the project. Hence, association formation at the block level is done and panchayat meetings, district consultations, project staff meetings and quarterly reflection are integral activities towards organization building & strengthening. 

Meetings:
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The panchayat meetings are held every month in each of the four blocks comprising of 36 panchayats. Altogether 36 meetings were held in the entire year wherein 40– 45 single women participated in every meeting representing 3 to 4 single women member per village. Altogether 1620 single women participated in the meetings throughout the year. It helped in awareness building among the women participants. 

Panchayat Meeting
The block committee is the coordinating committee at the block level & comprises of 10% of the block committee members from four blocks. 48 meetings of the block committee were held last year at the rate of one meeting every month for each block. Its purpose is to strengthen the association, sensitization of the govt. authorities at block level owing to interaction and communication etc. The meetings also focused on raising of right based issues of single women, participation in the local governance & involvement in the Panchayat Raj Institution. The right based issues prioritized on the food security of women, various livelihood sources and how to exploit them to the best means.
Monthly meetings have been held for the project staff, thus 12 monthly meetings were held last year wherein the Project In-charge meets field level staff of each block & the block coordinators. The block coordinators provide all updates on all the activities and the progress made therein to the project in-charge. According to the agenda, the meetings also helped in the formulation of strategies for various activities. It is a chance where the facilitators share their learning & experience during the project.
Every quarter reflection meetings were held as scheduled in the project which was attended by 14 project staffs representing 4 blocks of the project area. It was a perfect platform to exchange and review the learning from the on going activities in the last quarter. The field workers shared their experience with the project in-charge and discussed the plan of action for the next quarter.

As a part of the follow up programme, the field staffs were asked to apprise the target group of the necessary changes developments concerning the various issues related to their food security. The follow up strategy is a significant milestone towards sustainability even beyond the project completion.
District Consultation:

In the outgoing year 3 district level consultations have been held with various stake holders in the year 2010- 2011 to discuss the issue related to single women. The 20 district committee members, comprising 5 members from each block conducted meetings and collected the district level problems related to the concerned govt. departments, attempted to resolve it and find amicable solutions. The consultation has definitely sensitized the govt. authorities on sources of livelihood for women govt. linkage programmes. The district level authorities have taken initiatives at the district level and focused on the finalization of the BPL list, drought relief programme initiated by the govt., ownership on land & pattas. The impact is seen that the single women have been included in the BPL category and 1060 have received food grains under the drought relief programme.

3) Capacity Building Training for Project Staff:

Capacity building training for project staff was conducted which was held between 28th June’10 to 2nd July’10 at Tribal Culture Centre, Sonari, Jamshedpur. The five days residential training programme was attended by 14 project staffs. The resource persons delivered their inputs on the project background, objectives of the project, indicators and the expected outcomes. The resource persons were Mr. Manas Das, Director TRCSC Mr. Swin, District Development Officer NABARD, Mr. Vijay Singh from Ekjut, Ms. Purabi Paul (Secretary) from Shramajivi Mahila Samity, Jujhar Soren project coordinator at SMS, Ms. Rita Sacker, ENSS, Jamshedpur. The purpose of the training programme was capacity development of staffs, mobilization and motivation on the need for food security access to govt. entitlement schemes, knowledge building on the food rights of the single women and their destitute children, inputs on formation of self help groups and ensure access over govt. land and forest land as a means of resource. The capacity development programme also imparted inputs on the process of communication, support building and interaction with the govt. authorities. They were given skills on writing applications, putting up before the various departments, filing & lodging FIR the police stations etc.

4) Leadership Building for The Block Level Members:

The leadership building training was organized for the block committee members of the four blocks in December 2010 which was held at Chaibasa, West Singhbhum. The training was attended by 120 participants that included 70 STs, 15 SCs and 35 OBCs single women. The resource person and expertise who graced the training workshop were the LEO (Lady Extension Officer, Chaibasa), Block Development Officer, Forest Ranger - Kolhan devision and Mr. Ajay Mitra, Advocate Chaibasa Court.
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Leadership Development Training

It was organised with a purpose to provide understanding and knowledge on the aspects of association formation, role of the gram sabha in self governance, linkage to various govt. programmes, legal aspects & redressal of problems and forest laws etc.
The LEO Ms. Toppa appraised them on SGSY schemes and how to avail it. The BDO assured to priorities and provide benefits of govt. welfare programmes to the single women. The ranger equipped participants with the amendments in the Forest Act and control laws pertaining to the forest. The advocate from the chaibasa court gave inputs on various laws in the welfare of the women, social nuisances like domestic violence, witchcraft etc legal implications. The workshop came to a close with question answer session on the various disputes and ways to resolve them.
5) Membership Drive:

It’s a ongoing activity from the inception of the project wherein single women jion as members at the panchayat level. The outgoing year enrolled 402 members from Sonua block, 333 from the Chakradharpur block while Manoharpur has a present strength of 254 members and 520 members joined from Chaibasa block. Hence, women have taken membership from all the four blocks. 874 were association members till the previous year while 635 have joined this year. The impact of the membership strength is that more women related issues are coming from the panchayat level before the panchayat committee for resolving. Another impact is that more no. of applications are pouring in for linkage to govt. schemes.

6) Action Programme: 

One day action programme was organized in the form of sabhas, rallies and meetings in the four blocks under the leadership of the block committee leaders. The action programme focused on the single women issues like inclusion of single women in the BPL category on a priority basis, priority to single women to avail soft bank loans for self employment, expedite the sanction of pension to widows of 18 years age category as well. A charter of demands was prepared jointly and placed before the concerned departments and authorities. Pressure creation was done through rallies and sabhas.
7) Advocacy & Lobbying:

Advocacy & lobbying is an integral part of the programme, hence six times during the year such advocacies were done at block and district level.  The first advocacy with the BDO focused on the food security issue of 4500 single women in the project, and earning livelihood in a better way can be addressed with food and income generation security. The BDO assured of such income generation activities & livelihood opportunities and the need of nutrition & malnourishment in the single women & their destitute children.

Advocacy on other issue was the inclusion of single women in the BPL category of govt. programmes. It emphasized that BPL list inclusion entitles her to claim benefits in the govt. programmes. The charter of demands was placed before the BDO. The other issue was drought in last 3 years in the state of Jharkhand that had created imbalance on the livelihood aspect & income generation capacity. As per the provisions of the project objectives it was placed as a demand before the govt. authorities that the food grains to be distributed under the Drought Relief Programme for single women on a priority basis.

The D.D.C was also requested for the formation of community food grains/ food banks for the long term sustainability of the food security. The media (both print and electronic media) were a part of the advocacy programme and were provided data related to food security and livelihood of single women so that the media could play a pioneer role in pressure creating on the govt. and public representatives.

8)  CIG formation and Bank linkage:





           Formation of CIG groups in the pretext of enhancement of employment and livelihood resources was undertaken. Constitution & functioning of the CIGs will pave the improvement of the economic means & thereby their economic condition. Formation of CIGs and SHGs begain in Nov 2010 and 100 CIGs have bee formed up till now, 25 in each block. Activation of CIGs, SHGs and their sustenance has helped them in bank linkage and thereby credit raising for tapping livelihood opportunities.
9)  Linkage & Convergence:

The govt. is keen to bridge the gap of economic disparity through food security. Thus to cater to food security the govt. has helped these single women by linkage & convergence to the various govt. programmes. 

The data table below reflects the actual done in the outgoing year:-

	SI
	Name of Govt Schemes
	Chakradharpur
	Manoharpur
	Sonua
	Chaibasa

	
	
	Total no. of application
	Benefited
	Total no. of application
	Benefited
	Total no. of application
	Benefited
	Total no. of application
	Benefited

	1
	Indira Awas
	23
	9
	86
	18
	187
	133
	9
	-

	2
	Social Security Pension
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10
	-
	30
	20

	3
	MNREGA Job card
	30
	30
	136
	96
	355
	225
	67
	67

	4
	Old age pension
	6
	-
	15
	-
	299
	11
	46
	20

	5
	Widow pension
	18
	10
	98
	15
	415
	68
	49
	30

	6
	BPL
	230
	-
	270
	-
	265
	-
	235
	-



	7
	Annapurna
	9
	9
	-
	-
	30
	12
	10
	7

	8
	Antodaya
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	15
	7

	9
	Application for Job Nrega
	28
	28
	-
	-
	155
	58
	-
	-

	10
	Family Welfare
	8
	6
	-
	-
	16
	7
	20
	17

	11
	Kanyadan Yojna
	10
	-
	-
	-
	14
	10
	-
	-

	12
	Viklang pension
	6
	0
	2
	0
	25
	10
	-
	-

	13
	Other’s
	194
	190
	90
	90
	150
	150
	226
	226

	
	Total
	565
	282
	697
	219
	1921
	684
	707
	394


10)  Women Meet: 

[image: image13.jpg]


A single women meet was organized on the occasion of Women’s Day held on 10th Mar 2011. The total strength that attended the meet was 1200 representing 36 panchayats from 4 blocks. 
They conducted rallies & meetings and put their 
demand charter before the block authorities. 
The meetings were presided over by the BDO,
 LEO, BAO etc. The demand charter included 
demand of soft loans for single women for 
business propagation, 50% reservation in MNREGA, 
health insurance of single women & widow pension 
scheme age reduction etc. The rallies were led by 
facilitators and field coordinators.                                              Rally on International Women’s Day
Impact of the Programmes:

· 1500 single women enrolled as members at the ENSS during the year.

· Baseline survey identified the target group.

· 100 single women applied for BPL list category inclusion from 4 blocks.

· Provision of job opportunity in MNREGA for 20% single women.

· Formation of 100 SHGs wherein 1226 members representing four blocks.

· Linkage of 1296 single women to the various govt. schemes out of total 3890 applications.

· 7 cases out of 20 cases were solved amicably with mutual consent.
Activity – III: System of Rice Intensification

Background 

The Indian economy is based on agriculture and cultivation of crops since independence. Farming has its own know how and most of the times the traditional practice of farming leads to low yield, inferior quality of produce hard labour, wastage of seeds manure, pesticides & less income. In the long run, traditional method of agriculture leads to insufficiency of food due to insufficiency of production. Jharkhand state an d its rural poverty struck inhabitants are more prove and vulnerable to problems related to food security food security problems leads to migration to the adjoining areas. The was sufficient to usher in a new technology of agriculture to enhance the yield qualitatively and quantitatively.   
Introduction

SRI (System of Rice Intensification) is a new concept and modern method of farming; a technique adopted for the promotion of agriculture technology. The system of Rice Intensification programme was undertaken by Shramajivi Mahila Samity n May 2010 Supported by NABARD; though the programme had also run in 2009-2010 in Sonua, West Singhbhum district. In 2010 also; the programme was implemented in the Sonua block 
It is a method of rice cultivation in a biologically enriched environment for growth wherein the conditions support enhanced & yield by 50% to 100%. The technique responds to all varieties of rice cultivation with less intake of water without the use of chemical fertilizers. 

Objectives

· Enhance the production of paddy cultivation through scientific technique in the poverty struck region.

· Promote SRI technology among the small & marginal farmers towards food security in the area.

· Ensure food security of small & marginal farmers

· Lower the cost of production thereby enhancing the economic return

· Maximum area coverage & continuous practice of SRI technique at the block level

· Reduce the use of chemical fertilizers in rice cultivation

·   Ensure high yield production to ensure livelihood, income generation and sustenance

· Linkage of farmers federation with NABARD and AINA

· Strengthening of farmers federation to organize block level farmers towards their rights 

Coverage Area

The programme was undertaken for 200 farmers from six nine different villages of the Sonua block in west Sibghbhum district. The villages covered were Shashukala upper & Niche tolas, Bhalurungi, Rajgaon, Chamakpur, Segesai, Rengerbera, Asanthalia & Jaria. They cultivated the paddy crops on 50 acres of land covering all nine villages wherein village wise representation of the farmers was different.

Community
The community coverage was as followers:- 

· 200 farmers representing all nine village 

· Adjoining areas community as a part of sensitization & mobilization on the technique & its significance

Project Activities:

1) Orientation of the peasants:

The target group i.e. all 200 farmers were imparted an orientation on the techniques of SRI, its scope, long term sustenance and its goal of economic viability through food security. The orientation training helped the 200 farmers to prepare nursery beds wherein 150 of them prepared individual nursery beds and the remaining prepared nursery beds in groups through SRI method. SMS distributed two verities of seeds namely “Swarna” & “Lalat” among the peasants which were effectively used by all. Each farmer cultivated 25 decimals of land on an average. They were given inputs on the use of conoweeder in their fields within 10- 12 days span to weed out the grass. Besides they were also given skills on the organic & chemical fertilizers in their fields and process of irrigation etc.

2) Knowledge Sharing Workshop:
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One day knowledge sharing workshop was conducted for the peasants on 29th & 30th Oct 2010 at S. S. High School, Sonua. 
           Knowledge sharing workshop

It was organized with the purpose of giving them inputs, experience sharing and assess the interest of the farmers in the adoption of the technique. The NABARD and SPWD authorities were also present. Sri Hemant Kumar Mahato, DDM, West Singhbhum and Ms. Anwita D. Surin, AGM, Ranchi conducted the workshop on 29th Oct in Saraikela & Regalbera villages. Me. Sanjay & Mr. Navin form SPWD, Ranchi inspected the field in six villages namely Saraikela, Regalbera, Rajgaon, Asantalia, Bhuluringi & Taira.

3) Exposure Tour:

As part of the programme, a study cum exposure tour was organized between 16th Nov 2010 and 21st Nov 2010. The exposure was organized to inculcate skills for the peasants to adopt the SRI technique. About 60 peasants representing five villages were accompanied to the Asantalia and Regalgera agricultural fields for study tour to give an insight on the scientific aspect of cultivation.

4) Kisan Mela:

A Kisan mela was organized on 10th Dec 2010 at Shashikala village wherein 250 peasants participated. They attended the kisan fair with great enthusiasm wherein Shri H. K. Mahato, DDM, West Singhbhum, Shri Veer Sen Goipai, LDM, West Singhbhum, Manager Bank of India, Sonua and Mr. Sanjay Kumar SPWD, Ranchi were present on the occasion to grace the fair. The peasants were given away prizes towards quality production through SRI technique and boost up their morale. A group of 10 peasants were selected and taken for a visit to the beautiful crops and agricultural field of Shri Ashok Tanti of Bhalurungi village. During the visit difference between traditional & scientific method was explained.

Each farmer at least cultivated 25 decimals of land. The total paddy grown up through SRI was 182.9 quintals in 12.50 acres i.e. 14.63 quintals per acre wherein 8 quintals is got from traditional method on the same land area. Thus it is observed that the yield has gone up nearly 1.5 times to twice which is an achievement for the target area.
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Capacity building training:

Capacity building training programme was organized in the
month of August 2010 for the farmers to have an insight in 
the SRI concept, significance, rationale and role in modern 
method of paddy cultivation. All the 200 farmers i.e. the 
target group were the participants in the training programme. 
The participants were explained about nursery bed 
preparation and transplantation. 
The methodology used was discussion in small and large groups, audio & visual methods of awareness generation. The training was conducted by the project coordinator and the facilitators. 
They gained knowledge on as to how the quality and quantity can be improved. Hence, more and more number of farmers joined the bandwagon of adopting the method. The training programme served as a platform to instill attitudinal change in the use of technique, nursery bed preparation, transplantation, irrigation means and cropping. Thus the target groups were enabled to learn the skills, use of cono weeder & use of modern nutrient in improving the yield.  

Impact of the programme:

· The yield of the agricultural produce definitely went up nearly 1.5 times to 2 times.

· Innovative skills to better the quality of production were adopted.

· The SRI method went ahead to tackle the food crisis to a great extent with low inputs.

· Remarkable change in the attitude level of the farmers & their community.

· Sustainability of food insecurity was taken care to a great extent.

· Migration to tackle food problem and hunger problem was checked to a great extent.
Activity – IV: Stop Migration, Trafficking & Violence against Women by          Strengthening the Federation and Nayay Samity

Background

Jharkhand being a state troubled by political unrest, naxalite issues and other social problems faces acute women problems as well namely trafficking, migration and violence. The figures of victims in the Jharkhand state pertaining to the aforesaid nuisances is alarming. Keeping abreast with the changing social face of our state, SMS added a new chapter along with the help of Global Fund for Women (GFW) to stop migration, trafficking and violence against women.

Introduction

Global Fund for Women (GFW) an international organisation that works for the rights of women in several countries with many of the partner NGOs in the rural areas was gracious enough to support the aforesaid issues of migration, trafficking and violence against women pursued by SMS. Thus “stoppage of violence against women” being core prerogative of GFW and the focus of SMS both came forward and the programme namely “To Stop Migration, Trafficking and Violence against Women by Strengthening Federation and Nayay Samity” gained shape. SMS has taken the support of Shakti Mahila Sangh, prominent block federation in Dumuria block. This federation was established by SMS itself which functions independently.

Objectives

· Securing property and inheritance rights for women and promoting employment and equal opportunities in the labour market.

· Increasing women’s participation in politics and public administration.

· Stopping violence against women.

Coverage Area

The programme has been enunciated in Dumuria block of East Singhbhum district of Jharkhand. The federation earlier formed with the help of SMS namely Shakti Mahila Parakhand Sangh played a dynamic role in the implementation of the programme by SMS and its reach to the grassroot level. It covered 44 villages representing 4 panchayats.

Communities/ Target Group

· Migrants/ Migrating women

· Young women and adolescents

· Working class women

· Vulnerable communities residing in the programme area

Project Activities:

1) Survey Work: - The field workers and SHG’s identified the families that had migrant members carried out a survey to evaluate and collect data pertaining to the number of family members that had migrated from each of the family in February’11. The survey was an important source of information on the migrant, their exact income, living condition and the nature of their employment and the related problems they faced during migration. The information gathered helped to draw an action plan on the issue of migration, safe migration, how to check it & measures adopted to create livelihood for the migrants in their own panchayat and ensure that only safe migration occurs. But the gruesome picture of trafficking of women in the name of migration unfolded during the survey they are forced into trafficking exploited physically and mentally abused etc.
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2)  Strengthening the Cluster Federation: - The cluster federation at panchayat level organized meeting in every month. The field workers attend the meeting 
regularly. The meetings are being conducted in the 
respective panchayats and have helped in the strengthening 
of the panchayat federation. The meetings also serve as a 
forum to apprise the federation member of the programme, 
its objective and inspire them to work towards its goal, the 
field workers are also trying to have the PRI member in the 
meetings so that the programme is carried out with joint effort.              Cluster federation meeting
3) Block Federation Meeting: - The Block federation namely the Shakti Mahila Sangh is a federation that is already engaged in various activities. The meeting of the block federation focus on the measures to be adopted for livelihood generation and linkage of every family to the livelihood, ways to strengthen the federation, grant all rights to women and ensure and develop a violence free society.

4) Gram Sabha: - The gram sabha members are also being propelled and motivated by the field workers to participate and involve in the Programme objectives attainment. Their views, experience and inputs are also taken in the execution of the Programme. Forums are conducted wherein sharing of inputs is carried out and the women are inspired to attend the meetings and participate in the development works of the village. 
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      Gram Sabha Meeting

The gram sabha has been instrumental in committee, village education committee and the forest committee etc.
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5) Linkage of families to the livelihood options & govt. facilities :- The migrant and aspired by the field workers to get facilities and schemes like NNREGA, BPL, Lal card, widow pension scheme, bed the are being motivated as to how linkage to the aforesaid schemes will enable them to take care of their livelihood needs. 
The migrant families are also being motivated by the 
field workers to linkage with the various livelihood 
options. The statistics reveals that applications have 
come forth for the widow pension scheme white have 
been beneficiaries. The old age pension scheme had 
applicants wherein had been beneficiaries. Families put 
in applications for family welfare and benefited. The 
Lal card applicants were in number and only have been 
women making crafts with bamboo
beneficiaries. The BPL card applicants are and have benefited white ration card applicants have been and have been beneficiaries. The total applicants for different govt. schemes have been 77 out of which 39 have been benefited.

6) Strengthening of SHGs: The entire project needed to be carried out by the SHG’s, the panchyat federation and the block federation. Hence strengthening of SHG’s was a significant aspect. Thus to take care of this aspect, the field workers visited all 39SHG’s in January 2011. These meetings gave an in January 2011. These meetings gave an insight into the working & functioning of the SHG’s, problems, issues, present condition etc. constant follow up and series of meetings, function, carry out its activities, make saving and credit linkage etc. thus a positive  
Environment for SHG’s was built up.

7) Nayay Samity: - Nayay Samity is a committee formed of members has a versatile role in catering to the issues of women pertaining to trafficking, unsafe migration, thereby exploitation. They conduct meetings with the field workers listen to the problems that surface they attempt to find out amicable solutions to the issues. They play a constructive role in resolving problems. A training programme was organized in may roll for the members of the Nayay samity at wherein members participated. The training was organized to give inputs and share the expertise of the resource persons and utilize the inputs in their day to problem solving mechanisms. The samity was empowered to create a violence free society so that the women are protected against violence at the panchayat level. However formation of the Samadhan Mahila Salah Kendra was formally proposed to enable action at a higher level.

Impact of the Programme:
· The field workers have been enabled to help the linkage of women to various Programmes like MNREGA & livelihood generation etc.

· The women are being enabled to Participate in the decision making Process, governance at the village, block and panchayat level.
· The impact has been that the migrant families are not being a victim of exploitation and are invulnerable as they take into consideration adverse factors that compel towards unsafe migration.

Activity – V: Establish Human Trafficking and Violence Free Environment for the cause of women dignity
Background 

The Shramajivi Mahila Samity has been a pioneer organisation in the field of women issues, social and economic problems of women, sexual discrimination, domestic violence, physical & reproductive health and gender disparities amidst other issues. Amidst all such women issues migration and trafficking is another nuisance that confronts women at the grass root level. The Dumuria block of the East Singhbhum district in Jharkhand has been a witness to unsafe migration and trafficking of the women since the past nine years or so. Dumuria is one of the most primitive blocks where communication, development and resources cannot penetrate to the last level. Thus the families residing there are very poor, struggles for survival and hence have no livelihood means. Thus they have no other alternative but to move out of their areas to the adjoining town areas in search of work. This migration in large number renders them to get trapped in the hands of the brokers and middlemen. These middlemen and brokers victimise these simple people, force them into human trade or slavery in the hands of powerful and exploitants. This does not allow them to return to their own villages and indulge them in nefarious activities. Shramajivi Mahila Samity realised that it is a serious problem of the grass root level people who cannot survive without migration and their rate of migration is on a gradual increase as it promises livelihood and income. Though later with passage of time these rural mass are forced into other nuisances and are unable to return to their families and hometowns even after long time.

Introduction

Thus considering the aforesaid situation of the people of the Dumuria block, the Shramajivi Mahila Samity and Centre for World Solidarity (CWS) collaborated together to work on the aforesaid issues of migration and human trafficking among the men, women and adolescent girls in the Dumuria block of the East Singhbhum  district. SMS was supported by CWS to fight the nuisances of migration, human trafficking and domestic violence.

Objectives

· Empower and strengthen the society and the people on the issues of human trade, unsafe migration and women violence.

· Adopt strategy to enable the government authorities to take up the issues of human trade on a serious and prioritised note.

· Undertake advocacy and lobbying for the implementation of the Domestic Violence Act, 2005 in the state.

· Awareness building and knowledge building on the Domestic Violence 2005 and human trade amidst at least 70% of the people in the target areas as per the project.

Coverage Area

The project covers 10 villages of the Dumuria block in the East Singhbhum district of Jharkhand and It covers 2 panchayats.

Community/ Target Group

· Women

· Adolescent girls

· Men of the Dumuria block

· Other stakeholders

Project Activities:

1) Baseline Survey: 
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A baseline survey was conducted in 10 villages to find out the particulars of the families that migrated, the extent of their engagement in the employment etc. and its repercussion on their lives. 
The survey covered 248 families. It was observed that 313 
people from 248 families had migrated wherein 299 were men
 and 11 were women while 3 adolescent girls had migrated 
outside the state of Jharkhand for work. They are mostly 
employed in work like drilling, brick kilns, iron ore, mines, 
construction work of buildings and canals etc. in Mumbai, 
Chennai, Assam and Kolkata. The women are involved in 
restaurants and hotels, cooks, building construction and road 

conducting baseline survey
construction etc. Out of the 313 surveyed families 2 adolescent girls are missing and their whereabouts are not known. Eight of the men who went away returned back empty handed when they were not given wages after they had worked for some time.

2) Awareness building of the villagers:

As per the objective of the project, awareness building was an important activity to be done intensively. Hence, meetings became an integral part of the activity. Thus altogether 75 meetings were held in 10 villages wherein 2715 participants included 1582 women and 1133 men. Understanding was developed on subjects of migration, human trade and women violence. Consensus was developed on the essentials of registration of the families at the panchayat level. 1545 persons were motivated and encouraged for advocacy on the issue.

3) Formation of Vigilance Committee:

Vigilance committees were formed in 10 villages. The vigilance committee consists of 11 members each and one vigilance committee represents every village. Thus 110 persons are members of vigilance committee wherein 70 are women and the remaining 40 are men. The vigilance committee is mainly working on three issues and is building awareness on those subjects. Their role is also to conduct monthly meetings, build public relation and discussion with Gram Sabha etc.

4) Monthly meeting of the Vigilance Committee:

The vigilance committee has conducted altogether 45 meetings for all 10 villages as per its programme. Altogether 100 vigilance committee members attended the meetings in 10 villages on all three subjects. Regular meetings help in awareness building of the people and the participants discuss the topics in the Gram Sabha as well.

5) Training programme of the Vigilance Committee:

The vigilance committee needed some inputs and knowledge on the subjects they had to work upon. Hence, training was an important requirement for them. Thus the training programme for the vigilance committee was organized in two stages. 
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The first training programme was organized at Dumuria office of the Shramajivi Mahila Samity on 25th & 26th Oct 2010 wherein 41 vigilance committee members attended as participants. The resource persons who gave the inputs were Ms. Shephali Mahato, representative from Singhbhum Gramin Unnayan Mahila Samity, Chakulia. The inputs were given on women violence, migration and human 

trafficking, issues pertaining to aforesaid subjects, causes and outcomes etc. 

The second training was held at Dumuria Office of SMS in February 2011 wherein 40 committee members attended the training programme. The resource persons who graced the occasion were Ms. Sharoti Hansda from Singhbhum Gramin Unnayan Mahila Samity, Chakulia and Ms. Rinki Tiwari, Advocate District Court, Jamshedpur. The inputs were given on human trafficking, migration, domestic violence and their repercussions on the society. How human trafficking occurs, its effect at the workplace, how it paralyses the social framework etc. were some of the subjects discussed. The advocate threw light on the legal implications of the aforesaid nuisances, provisions in the Domestic Violence Act, 2005 and Anti trafficking Act and how the laws protection can be availed etc. This was followed by a question answer session on the aforesaid topics. The training has armored the committee members; hence they are constantly in touch with the migrating families. The vigilance committee is also in touch with the panchayat samity.

6) Identification of the case during marriage:

Two girls from Bhagabandi village were married in Uttar Pradesh. The project co-ordinator and the vigilance committee tried to find out the whereabouts of the two girls who were married recently and discovered that they had been taken to Uttar Pradesh.

7) Block Level Legal Camp:

Legal camp was organized on 12th October 2010 at Forest Rest House, Dumuria wherein 108 representatives from 10 villages attended the camp as participants. This legal camp was conducted in collaboration with district legal services authority. The resource persons who graced the occasion were Shri B.B. Singh, Secretary DLSA, Shri Kamal Kant Singh, Member DLSA and Shri S. Shukla, advocate. They gave their valuable inputs on women violence, migration and human trade etc. Shri B.B. Singh spoke on human trade from the legal point of view. He emphasized on strategy making to deal with the problem and as per direction of the Supreme Court Legal Aid clinics will be formed in every panchayat. Legal training will be imparted on it, participants will be selected wherein 14 members of the vigilance committee will be members of the Legal Aid clinic.              

8) Wall Writing and Printing of Materials:

Slogan writing on walls was an integral part of the programme hence 50 slogans were given to the 10 villages. Slogans were based on human trafficking and unsafe migration and their effect. These slogans were written on the walls to have a large reach to the last level of the community. Materials were printed and 1500 folder were distributed in 10 villages. Thus it was expected that wall writing and handbills and pamphlets circulation will create awakening of the masses. The folders were related to migration women violence and human trafficking.

9) Identification of the Victimized People and Provide Legal Assistance:

Seven Youths namely Shri Babulal Hembram, Vikram Murmu, Kisan Soren, Damu Hansda, Motilal Hembram, Duyark Tudu and Vikram Hembram From Palashbani village of the Dumuria block migrated to Mumbai in search of work. They worked for two months at a stretch but returned home without any money since they left their village on 12th October 2010. Further they were fortuned and harassed during their course of employment. They were subject to assault, brutal beating, not giving them food, cheating and duping them on their wages etc. After they returned the villagers are being explained the problems associated with migration. The vigilance committee was also confronted with such problem. Thereafter the committee is establishing contact with the local advocates Mukhiya and panchayat members. Simultaneously advice was also floated on lodging “Sanhas” in the local villages.
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Economic support to the victimized:

5 Migrating families were provided economic support
wherein Rupees four thousand per family equivalent
was given through five goats.
This could at least provide livelihood to the families.
Simultaneously those victimized family have been
linked to MNREGA scheme so that employment
opportunities are wider for them. These families are
getting work on a regular basis. Five such families 


goats given to families
have been linked to the relief fund programme (grains distribution).
11) P.I.L. Lodging:

Centre for World Solidarity realized the acute problem of migration among rural inhabitants of Jharkhand for work observed that there were many victims of the human trafficking owing to migration. Thus public interest litigation was filed at High court, Ranchi, Jharkhand with the support of four partners. The govt. was compelled to check and curb this nuisance. Hearing on the P.I.L. has not started, “Sanhas” in the local Police Stations, Dumuria has also been lodged.

12) Legal Camp:
One day legal camp was organized on 16th February 2011 at Dumuria office wherein 43 participants were present. The resource person to conduct the legal workshop was Ms. Rinki Tiwary, advocate, Jamshedpur District court who shared her knowledge, inputs on the laws pertaining to migration, human trade domestic violence. She explained them to avail the legal provisions in their own interest and welfare.
13) Workshop at the Block level:

Block level workshop was organized at J.C. School, Ghatshila on 30th March 2011 in the Asha Auditorium; wherein 58 participants attended the workshop. The participants included the members of the civil society organizations, media, govt. officials and panchayat members to sensitize the entire society on the issues. The chief guest who graced the programme was Shri B.B. Singh, secretary DLSA, collage professor, Shri Manmat Singh, panchayat samity and members of the ward etc. along with grievance redressal committee members. 

14) Linkage to the Govt. Schemes:

118 Families were identified from 10 villages in the Dumuria block. 37 families were not attached to any welfare programme; hence they were rendered to indulge in migration. In spite of migration to other town areas in search of employment they were unable to earn their livelihood. These families face the brunt of poverty to the ultimate. Thus the programme facilitators took the initiative and linked 118 identified families to various welfare schemes run by the government out of total 248 migrating families. The schemes to which these families were attached were the relief fund programme, old age pension, B.P.L. category from the welfare department, widow pension, MNREGA, loan scheme, K.C.C and Job card making etc. The tabulated form below explains the actual status of linkage to various programmes.

	Sl No.
	Govt. Schemes
	Numbers

	01
	Relief Fund
	21

	02
	Kisan Credit Card
	20

	03
	Job Card
	27

	04
	MNREGA
	25

	05
	Widow Pension
	05

	06
	Old age Pension
	11

	07
	Welfare Dept
	02

	08
	BPL
	07

	Total
	118


Impact of the programme:

· Sensitization of the community on the issues of migration, its drawbacks and how it compulsorily gets the families.

· Initiative to compulsorily get the families registered at the panchayat level to identify the migrants.

· Baseline in villages of the Dumuria block to identify the number of poverty struck who have migrated and never came back to their villages.

· Develop an understanding on the domestic violence act 2005, how it affects the migrating families.

· Groom and develop the vigilance committee formed at the village level to check migration, domestic violence and human trafficking through grievance redressal systems.

Activities – VI: Facts for Life Video Discussion with Small Groups

Background 

Among the numerous women issues that need betterment and upliftment, women health and sanitation is also a major component for their all sound development and empowerment. The women at the grassroot level are the pioneer in family constitution; hence their contribution is significant in the health and nutrition of the family members. This can only enable healthy families thereby healthy people, healthy society. This need was cherished by the program “Facts for Life Video Discussion with Small Groups” with the support of UNISEF Jharkhand; wherein Shramajivi Mahila Samity served as the implementing organization.

Objectives
The Facts for Life Video has been implemented with the following objective:-

· Its objective is to ensure better mother and child health and thereby reduce/ check infant mortality rate and    mortality rate as enlisted under the National Rural Health Management (NRHM).

· Its objective is to spread information and generate awareness on the aforesaid issues among the community so that they can incorporate the practices in their life.

· Its focus is to mobilize and sensitize the community on the aspects of child and mother health through communication tools like video shows which presumably has a penetrating effect on the community as a whole.

Coverage Area

The Facts for Life Video was successfully implemented in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh by UNICEF, hence it was replicated in Jharkhand by them in 2010. The programme commenced in Dumuria block of the East Singhbhum district in Jharkhand with SMS as the implementing organization. Thus 31 villages in Dumuria block was covered, wherein 44 places for video show was identified.

Constitution 

44 SHG’s representing these villages was identified and delegated the responsibility to conduct the show. The SHGs had the responsibility to gather the target community and arrange for the video show programme. The project staff provided inputs to the SHG’s to run the programme/video show.

Target Group/ Community

· Expecting mothers and would be mothers

· Young married ladies aged (60 years)
· Adolescent girls
· Stake holders and the entire community as a whole.
Project Activities:
The program was implemented in 44 places in 31 villages with the help of project staff. The project staff was selected on the basis of their expertise knowledge, experience in the social sector familiarity with the territory locally local language and the community.

The project staff was provided orientation on 9th November 2010 at Dumuria project office. The orientation programme was conducted by the secretary SMS wherein they were given inputs in the techniques of video show and its impact. It was structured such that every week video shows would be shown for 44 SHG’s with the support of 44 Sanchalikas or SHG leaders.

The role of SHG’s was mobilize the pregnant and lactating mothers on  related subjects like breast feeding and its significance, regular immunization, motherhood, care, diet and nutrition during pregnancy etc.

The project staffs needed further training and inputs on the related topics of safe motherhood, regular immunization, health checkups of infants, care and diet etc. To cater to this need, four days residential training programme was organized by UNICEF Ranchi Vikas Bharti at Samekit Vikas Kendra, Sundarnagar, Jamshedpur between 15.11,2010 to 19.09.2010. The training programme emphasized upon the skill development on Fact for life. The book “Fact for life” gave an insight on the mother and child health issues. The resource persons in the training programme spoke on the subject of “Facts for life” and focused as to how the book can be effectively used in the social sector for the benefit of the community.
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The orientation was also based on serial being broadcast on 
the Delhi Doordarshan national programme “Kyunki Jeena 
Isi Ka Naam Hai”. An audio video CD based on the serial 
has been prepared and released in 42 episodes by the support 
of UNICEF, Delhi. The strategy behind the workshop being 
organized was to show the video and disseminate information 
and generate awareness on the vital issues of maternal and 
child health. Further the training also focused on identifying 
key persons as influencer group who will play a significant 

                video show going on
role in motivation, support and monitoring of the target beneficiaries.
The video show programme commenced from 28th Dec 2010 and already 528 shows have been duly completed. These 528 shows comprise of 12 CDs in 44 places of 31 villages. During the video show the cluster coordinators facilitates the community and assess the awareness level of the target group.
Impact of the programme:

· The cluster coordinator, the influencer group and the persons who conducted the show were more sensitized and willing to accept the changes in the mindset, attitude and behavior.
· The impact on the target communities is slow and gradual and definitely it will take time to involve them whole heartedly and bring about dynamic change in their mindset.

· The influencer group and the ones who conducted the programme have improved upon their communication skills, leadership traits and mobilizing & sensitizing techniques and are enabled to mobilize the target group in a better way on the maternal & child health.
Activity - VII: SJSRY for women under BPL
Background
The Shramajivi Mahila Samity is a state level civil society organisation that has played a pioneer role since the last sixteen years in Jharkhand towards the development and upliftment of the society especially women. It is a leading organisation that has committed itself to the cause and issues of the women belonging to the rural areas downtrodden, exploited, socially excluded and vulnerable sections of the society. It is operational in 36 blocks of Jharkhand and has been instrumental in the social, economic and political betterment of the women. The active role of the organization has gone a long way in strengthening the framework of the poverty struck class of the society.
The organization has attempted to bring about this kind of a social change through the formation of youth/ kishori clubs, self help groups and common interest groups for the capacity development and skill development of the women so that the women are economically empowered & independent and capable of decision making.
Introduction
The Shramajivi Mahila Samity having a rich experience in working for the economic autonomy of excluded marginalized poverty struck women through SHGs, CIGs, Kisan Clubs etc. towards livelihood generation. It was this common aspect that brought together SMS and Jamshedpur Notified Area Committee to initiate a training programme for the urban poverty struck families under the Swarna Jayanti Sahari Rojgar Yojana Programme. The JNAC has supported the aforesaid programme to strengthen the economic status of such families under the Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Economic empowerment welfare programme that is being run in the towns of Jharkhand. The programme basically focuses on the urban poverty struck families living below the poverty line. The programme is catered to the poor families residing in the slum areas of township. The programme emphasizes on vocational training and giving inputs to the BPL families.
Objective
· Establish self employment for the urban unemployed and/ or families at the subsistence/ marginalized livelihood options who are poverty struck & their livelihood.
· Impart vocational training to the poverty struck urban unemployed & marginalized livelihood women.
· Strengthen economic position of the urban poor families through vocational training.

· Linkage of the women groups to the bank to ensure credit facility.
Coverage Area
The project was enunciated for the urban poverty struck families dwelling in the slum areas adjoining the Jamshedpur township in the Kadma area of the Jamshedpur town of the east singhbhum district, Jharkhand. The Kadma area bastes that were covered in the project are Shastri Nagar, Ramjanam Nagar, Baldev Basti Parvati Ghat etc. wherein it was implemented.
Community/ Target Group 

· BPL families residing in the urban areas.
· Slum dwellers and Basti dwellers of Kadma area under JNAC.

· 200 BPL identified Urban families.

Project Activities
1) Identification of the working area and conduct meeting: 
The working area was identified and toured jointly with the Dishari another NGO. The extensive tour helped to identify the target women. They were identified on the basis of their economic status, list was prepared and they were apprised of the project and lits need and scope. Series of meetings was held with the women wherein they were given knowledge on the Golden Jubilee Urban employment Programme extensively.  The meetings focused on the subjects and vocational areas on which knowledge will be imparted. The thorough discussion unanimously reflected that the women could be stitching, cutting and tailoring which could enable them self reliance and livelihood support. The meeting also discussed about the venue of the vocational training to be imparted.

2) Selection of the Instructors:
The trained candidates bio-data was scrutinized and selected candidates where called for the interview by the SMS group. Two trainers were selected on the basis of the interview and a master trainer for imparting the training to the participants.

3) Training:
The training programme was conducted in two groups comprising of 35 women in each group. The training was imparted for three months and 300 hours altogether at Tata Nagar Seva Sadan syndicate colony Uliyan, Kadma, Jamshedpur, Dist. East Singhbhum. Visits at the training programme were undertaken by the authorities and officials of the Jamshedpur Notified Area. The officials who visited were Shri J. P. Yadav, Dr. Ravindra Kumar, and Ms. Shabana, the community organizer. 
The training began on 20th October 2010 and continued till 31st December 2010. It was inaugurated by the West Singhbhum MLA, Shri Banna Gupta amongst officials from JNAC and SMS staff. Training was divided into sessions. Training inputs were given on cutting clothes of different sizes, Paper cutting, and stitching. They were trained in stitching petticoat, inner wear, suits, frocks, kurta, and blouses. The things required for stitching like needle and thread, scissors, tape, cloth materials, buttons, and hooks were supplied and distributed among the trainees. Inputs were also given on the quality aspects, clothe designing and tips to survive in the competitive market.

Distribution of stitching kits, stipend, and certificates: - The support in the training was provided by the JNAC and 25 trainees were given training. In order to inculcate interest in the programme they were given stipends. Altogether 25 participants got stipends from the JNAC. 25 of them were also awarded certificates on the completion of training. The remaining 45 were awarded certificates by the Shramajivi Mahila Samity on their training completion. 

Impact of the training programme:
· The trainees were skilled in their art and were enabled to earn their livelihood.

· They had been empowered to start stitching classes and be independent.

· The trainees are in the process of bank linkage for credit support to initiate a small business etc.
Activity – VIII: TERI (The Energy and Resource Institute)
Background 

The Dumuria block of East Singhbhum district is the most primitive and scheduled area wherein no resources, communication and information can reach so easily. The inhabitants of the Dumuria block comprise. Mostly of the Santhals, Mahalis and primitives tribes like Sabar, Kharia and Paharias the other chunk is also OBC. The inhabitants are forced to live in utmost poverty, drudgery and wilderness and forests. Their source of existence and livelihood is agriculture. The two villages in Dumuria block namely Badakanjiya and Kharida (Aarapahi) are totally engrossed in darkness. The lack of electricity and non-reachability of electricity has a serious impending effect on their day to day lives. The families residing here were forced to avoid any social functions like birth and death, marriages, delivery of new born, education of the children, supply of medicines by the “Sahiyas” and “ANM’s” domestic work, SHG’s meetings and Gram Sabha meetings etc. were some of the aspects that suffered badly. Their day to day activities were being hampered and development had taken a back seat.
Introduction:

Among its several social activities the Shramajivi Mahila Samity (SMS) took the initiative to enable the people of Badakanjiya and Kharinda village of the Dumuria block to come out and leave their darkness and enter the world of light. This noble cause of SMS was realised with the support and assistance TERI (The Energy and Resource Institute) through Society for Rural Industrialisation (SRI), Ranchi.

Thus the two collaborated together to work for this noble cause and provide them a darkness free and full of light houses. Thus the advent of L.E.D lamps that burnt with the help of solar energy was introduced in these houses to provide light. The lamps are charged with solar energy and provide light.
Objectives:

· To ensure a darkness free life to the people of the two villages.
· To enlighten their houses through L.E.D lamps those are charged with solar energy.

· To capacitate and impart training on the effective use of such solar lamps.

· To improve the lifestyle (darkness free) of the people of the two villages.

Coverage Area:

The programme covers two villages namely Badakanjiya and Aarapahi of the Dumuria block in the East Singhbhum district of Jharkhand.
Community:

44 families of the two villages namely Badakanjiya and Aarapahi.
Project Activities:

1) Installation of L.E.D lamps:
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L.E.D lamps are domestic lamps installed in houses for the domestic use in areas which are bereft of electricity and electricity and electrical facilities. 






       Solar charging station
These lamps run on solar energy wherein they are charged with sunlight during the daytime. It is a boon that has enlightened the houses and the lives of the people who have got to access its benefits. L.E.D lamps were installed in 44 houses of the two villages namely Badakanjiya and Kharida (Aarapahi) in the Dumuria block. The utter darkness did not allow them to carry out their normal household work and the children’s education and studies was badly hampered. The advent of lights illuminated the houses of those 44 families and brought in a drastic change in the lives of those families. It made their life more comfortable and easy, supported their daily work, helped the studies of children, social gathering like marriages, functions and ceremonies was made comfortable, delivery of children was easy and other activities like growing crops and vegetables was comfortable. The families had to pay a sum of Rs. 200 (Rupees two hundred per family) for the lamps.
2) Training on the effective utilisation of the lamps:
The advent of the L.E.D lamps brought a revolution into the lives of the villagers of the Badakanjiya and Kharida villages and the utter darkness was completely removed. But it is an important aspect that training should be imparted to the villagers on the effective use of the lamps so that the villagers can adopt the skills easily. The staffs associated with the project namely Sona Mardi and Ms. Jayanti Soren from Shramajivi Mahila Samity attended the training programme which was held at SRI, Ranchi. This was the first phase of the training conducted for a month, from 14th April 2009 to 13th May 2009. The participants learnt how to use the L.E.D lamps in their houses, the process of charging the lamps in the sunlight and the method to conserve the solar energy retained by the lamps. They were given an insight on the things like the duration of the lamp’s illumination after charging and the different components of the L.E.D lamps and their use. They were given understanding on the body parts namely- a plastic body, L.E.D Bulb, discharge, battery and electrodes containing wire, switch, sockets etc. The six bulbs fitted therein are arranged in a series that generates enough light. Thus it has no direct bearing on the bulb charged in the direct mode and saves it from getting fused. The L.E.D constitutes of 3.2 volts voltage which gets charged with a 6 volt battery.

The second phase of the training was conducted between 26th July 2010 and 5th august 2010 at SRI, Ranchi in order to have a better understanding on the working and use of the L.E.D lamps effectively. 

The second phase also imparted knowledge on the precautions to be undertaken in the use of lamps. They have been enumerated as hereunder:
· The solar panel and the battery must be cleaned weekly for its proper maintenance.

· The distilled water in the battery should be changed every three months.
· The L.E.D lamps should be charged at the vendor centre everyday.

· The L.E.D lamps are charged at the rate of 1% subscription per lamp everyday.

Impact of the programme:

The L.E.D lamps have definitely served as a miracle for the 44 beneficiary families. It had a diverse impact on their day to day lives which bettered and improved their lifestyle. The impact it seems will be an enduring and long lasting as follows:
· Propagation of education: The women and children could propagate their studies owing to illumination of their houses. All the 44 families that included 10 women family members learnt write their names and address. It was a stark change, 89 children have got benefited out of L.E.D lamps.
· Support in vegetable cultivation: The families have to depend on vegetable cultivation when crops harvesting is finished. During the last six months the crops are not being lost due to darkness in the night. Heavy rains and bad whether also does not harm the crops. The villagers are enabled to sell their crops in the local markets owing to lighting of the houses and the streets.
· Other villagers also seek that their houses should be illuminated with the L.E.D lamps. Demand by the other villagers is very emphatic.
· Support in delivery of pregnant women: the illumination of the houses has eased the life in all fronts wherein 9 women could do their baby care in a better way and feed their babies. Medication, massaging and other pre natal and post natal care has become easy.
Activity – XI: Others

· State Level Consultation on Jharkhand State Women Policy 

Background

A one day programme cum meeting was held on 11th Nov 2010 to discuss on the State Women Policy and its constitutions. The programme cum meeting was organised at Social Development Centre, Ranchi, which was attended by the state women commission representatives, Shramajivi Mahila Samity members and representatives from other organisations namely, Gramia Abhiyan, Sakhi Kendra, Uttar Pradesh & Jharkhand State Social Welfare Board. The other dignitaries to participate in the programme were State Women & Child Welfare Secretary, President of Social Welfare Board and member of the national forum, NAWO and women wing president of the Bhartiya Janta Party, Director & member from Mahila Samakhya, members of the state forum, NAWO; State Information Commissioner, Core Committee members of Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan and other representatives from various women organisations in Jharkhand. The total numbers of participants at the meeting were 46 women representatives.
Objectives:

· Discussion and finalization of the format and women policy constitution of the Jharkhand state.

· Formation of the constituent committee that would take care of finalizing the uncovered issues in the state women policy.

· Documentation of the policy matters.

Inauguration:

The programme was inaugurated by the Chief Guest Ms. Pratibha Pandey, president of the State Women Welfare Board with lighting of the lamp and the welcome note was addressed by Ms. Purabi Paul, Secretary, SMS. Further the objectives of the meeting were outlined by her. It was followed by delivery of the massage from State Women & Child Welfare Minister Ms. Vimla Pradhan which was delivered by Ms. Vasvi Kiro. The message focused on the cooperation that would be extended by the Honorable Minister in the constitution of the Women Policy.
Discussion:

The message delivery on behalf of the Honorable Minister for State Women & Child welfare was followed by views & opinions from the women wing BJP President Ms. Seema Jee. She expressed concern over the fact that the various laws framed in the favour of the women are not sufficient measures as women continue to be exploited. The constitution of the Women Commission in 1992 has also been a no getter for them as their consciousness and awareness is also not there. The Jharkhand state is majorly inhabited by the Schedule Tribes. Its tribal belt is dependent on agriculture as the source of livelihood; was her observation. She further added that dependence on agriculture does not provide her regular income hence, they are compelled to migrate to adjoining towns and cities in view of better livelihood opportunities. This unsafe migration renders her subjection to vulnerability, immoral trafficking, daily wages labour and domestic help. She emphasized on the need for such a policy that empowers women in the economic front and sustainability.
Dr. R. Kerketta asserted that the policy should be such that the women are not compelled to be displaced from their place of inhabitation as when they migrate they are either sold or coerced into sex trade. She added on the need for ownership of women over land and property. 
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           Consultation on Jharkhand State Women’s Policy

The other dignitaries gave their valuable suggestions on the discrepancies in the women policy, its format, amendment of the errors in the policy and constitution of the drafting committee etc. Highlights of the suggestion was ownership of the paternal property for Adivasi women, linkage of PESA Act, comment on the land rights of Muslim women and policy to be written in Santhali language as well as it is the major schedule tribe constituting 35.14% in the state of Jharkhand.
The discussion cum meet came to a close with the assertion of Ms. Purabi Paul, Secretary, SMS that the format of the women policy must contain the geographical context, background and population profile of the Jharkhand state, commitment of the Govt. at the block level, district level and state level machinery should come up for the implementation and the objectives of the policy should be again formulated. She added on the need for women health insurance, right of women over food security and food grains with more emphasis on the adivasi movement etc.
· 3rd Women’s Tribunal against poverty on single women in Jharkhand & Bihar
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In order to understand how the MDG (Million Development 
Goals) oriented programmes improve the quality of life; we 
need to hear women’s voice. In this pretext “Wada Na Todo” 
Abhiyan; a campaigning body and ENSS organised two days 
tribunal on 30th and 31st Aug 2010 for single women under the 
Wada Na Todo Abhiyan movement in 10 states throughout the 
country. Hence the tribunal was held within its movement in the
 Jharkhand state at Social Development Centre, Ranchi.  

          Tribunal Against Poverty going on
It was women’s voice against poverty exclusion, deprivation & inequalities. It was inaugurated by Ms. Vasavi Kiro, member of women’s commision, Mr. Anil Singh, Coordinator of Wada Na Todo Abhiyan, Ms. Purabi Paul, Director ENSS, Jamshedpur zone, Dr. Binny, Director SHARC, Hazaribagh, Ms. E. Kandula, member ENSS jointly. The eminent dignitaries shared their valuable inputs on the subjects. The two days tribunal passed certain resolutions in the interest of single women namely:-

· Identity of the single women should be ensured.

· Single women should be treated as the family head in such families.

· Provisions pertaining to her issues should be laid down for her welfare.

· Uniform provisions for single women on the land & resources entitlement.

· Expedition’s trial of cases in fast track courts.

· Study cum Data Collection on Single Women
Considering the deplorable condition of single women it was impertinent to carry out a study on the single women land & property rights. The Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan collected data and compiled it. The data was on the BPL category and land & property rights of the single women. The survey included a sample of 1271 single women representing 32 blocks from 14 districts; out of which 987 were OBCs, 257 Muslims, 382 were SCs and 347 were STs, while 198 belonged to Others caste. Out of 1271 only 727 were included in BPL category while 1444 were not included in the BPL category i.e., only 33% approximately was included in the BPL category. Another fact that was revealed from the study was that out of 727 single women only 132 of them i.e., only 18.1% had the BPL card in their own names while 595 had the BPL cards in the names of the other members of the family.
However the study provided an insight as to how many single women actually got the BPL cards from the Govt.
Impact of the Study:

· The study had an impact that advocacy and lobbying with the Govt. could be done to the issue of BPL cards to the single women.
· It served as a source of motivation and encouragement for the single women to have BPL cards in their own names.
· Right and effective message to the govt. and its agencies was conveyed that the low income landless women should be included in the BPL category on a priority basis next time when the govt. census is carried out.
· Study on Land and Property of Single Women
A study on 839 single women representing 229 villages and 32 blocks was sampled in the age group of 20 years to 70 years. Out of 839, 519 women and 338 men were samples. The total women who held land in their names were only 90 out of 519 while other members of the family like the husband, father and son held property in their names.
The study shows that only 1% of the women have entitlement over land and property. In Jharkhand state the CMT Act is another barrier that does not allow the adivasi women to sell and purchase land etc.
· Study on Food Security for Single Destitute Women and Their Children in West Singhbhum, Jharkhand
The study cum survey was conducted on 4216 single women families out of which 48% were STs, 17% SCs while 31% were OBCs, 3% general and 1% were others so far as caste composition is concerned. The poor single women are vulnerable and the study was held on 4216 single women. Out of 4216 only 276 single women have land availability whereas 3940 do not have. The study reflects that 219 single women have BPL cards while 929 possess Red Card for ration etc. A surprising data came through, that 28 single women i.e. 0.66% belonged to APL (Above poverty line) category while 997 single women have 5 – 10 months food security, though 197 women have food security through the year. Another key finding of the study was that 495 single women maintain their livelihood only from daily income and hence their economic condition is the worst. 2527 single women have only four months food security. So far govt. linkage is concerned 177 of the women get Old age pension, 708 have been entitled to Widow pension scheme, 33 receive Social Security pension while 32 receive Handicapped pension. Linkage to the Antodaya programme involves 797 women while only 33 have Annapurna cards and 929 have acquired Ration cards.
Recommendations:

· Sensitization of district level officials and other stake holders.
· Campaign on land & property rights of the single women before the government.
· Linkage of the single women to govt. welfare schemes like Antodaya, Annapurna, Old age pension and Disabled pension.
· Creation of pressure & action programmes is required like dharanas, rallies & movements etc.
Case Study I:

                           

Name: Jitni Mahato     

Village:  Vikrampur   

Panchayat: Balijori

Dispute: Entitlement to land & property.


Jitni Mahato is a 32 year old residing in Vikrampur village of Balijori Panchayat. She is a living example of a single women subjected to family and social torture. Her misery starts from the lapse of only a period of two months after her marriage when her husband expired and she was a widow. She lived at the mercy of her in-laws where she was treated very badly, assaulted & tortured and was cursed for her husband’s untimely demise. She was named as a bad omen for the family and called as a witch. Her tragedies did not end here and she was subjected to physical and mental agony and fortune, she was also forced to being disentitled from the property at her matrimonial house. Further her brother in law forcibly molested her and when she was pregnant; she was subjected to violence and assault. Resultantly her new born child expired immediately   after birth. Again she was called as a witch who killed her own child with black magic; hence she was driven out from her matrimonial house. She had a limited option of getting back to her parental house wherein her brother and sister-in-law considered her as a burden and began to torture her mentally.

Ultimately she came to know of Ekal Nari Sashakti Sangathan as an association of such women and participated as a case in the Panchayat meeting. This issue was then taken to the block meeting from the Panchayat meeting. The ENSS association held meetings with her brother and his wife and convinced them about the lawful right of the victim to reside in her parental house according to her own wish & desire. Presently Jiten Mahato is residing in her Parental house; independently and without any coercion.

The association is continuously in touch with her and is under process to enable Jiten to acquire share and access in the land and property that belongs to her husband. The block committee is on its strive to enable her possession over her show in the matrimonial so that she acquires her true & rightful share.

Case Study II:


Name:  Pramatho Pradhan, 
Village:  Shasikela, 

Block: Sonua, 

District: West Singhbhum



Dispute: SRI method of cultivation



Pramatho Pradhan son of Shri Falguni Pradhan resides in village Shasikela of panchayat Bhalurungi in West Singhbhum district. He is poor farmer who is presently practicing the SRI method of cultivation since the last two years. He has an enriching and good experience of farming through SRI technique and consecutively this shall be his third year. However his better half was not very much interested in adopting SRI as there was no rainfall in the outgoing year; hence she feared drought & loss of crops due to insufficient water. But on the other hand, Pramatho was determined to cultivate through SRI as he had reaped double yield in the previous two years. Hence all suggestions fell on dead ears. He adopted SRI once again. He then met the two facilitators attached to the project Mr. Samarjeet Pradhan & Sanjay Pradhan. The facilitator listened to his matters and assured of the best co-operation to arrange irrigation water either through pond or canal. Subsequently he went on to carry out agricultural through SRI method. Luckily he got sufficient water for his crops from the canal and his plants were also good. The buds were about 37 and were 45 inches long. Lot of hurdles cropped up during irrigation as the canals stopped goring water. The land began to crack water flow from the canal stopped etc. thereafter water machine was used to water the crops and the paddy began to the ready for harvesting. The yield was much higher through the SRI method as composed to other methods of traditional cultivation. 

Pramatho Pradhan went to cultivate through SRI and his yield was double as compared to cultivation. This was an appreciation for Pramatho Pradhan and his SRI technique of agriculture. 


Vigilance committee training going on
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